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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Denise Remus

Speeding into Summer!

Y

es, it’s Florida and it’s hot! But the warmer
than normal temperatures haven’t
stopped us from having a great time with
Porsche friends!
Since my last column, I was able to attend
the Kart 4 Kids (K4K) fundraiser for Johns
Hopkins All Children’s Hospital (www.
kart4kids.org). While not an
official Suncoast PCA activity, the
founding chairs, David Bassett
and Page Obenshain, many of
the committee members and
supporters are Suncoast members.
It’s always a fun afternoon and the
money raised goes to a very good
cause. This year the pro-am race,
headlined by co-chair Sébastien
Bourdais along with other notable
IndyCar drivers, raised $300,000 bringing the
eleven-year total to well over $1 million. The
K4K event precedes the St. Petersburg Grand
Prix, always a great race weekend.
March was a busy month for Pat and I. It
started with a 3-day Driver’s Education (DE)
at Sebring after which I joined the Sebring
Raceway Guest Services team as Front Gate
Manager for the 12 Hours of Sebring. Yes, I
worked preparing for and then staffing the
event. You may have seen me as you entered
the track. It was fascinating, exhausting, and
rewarding work. I learned so much about
the great team that works, often behind the
scenes, to make sure we all have a great time
at the racetrack, whether for our DE program
or the professional races. A big thank you to
Wayne Estes, John Muha, Matt Muha, Billy
Kingston, Jimmy Anzueto, Kim Albritton, John
Story, Elizabeth Worley, Sue Calderone, and
the other Sebring team members. What a
fantastic group! Looking forward to 2023!
In April, we were able to participate in
the Double Deuce Tour and Picnic. We had
a wonderful time. The drive was scenic, we
had beautiful weather and great company.
Special thanks to the organizational efforts of
Mark and Michele Krekorian, Harvey and Ann
Goldberg, and Brian West.
The end of April found us back at Sebring
for the April 30-May 1 Suncoast PCA DE. Our
DE program remains strong but we, like other
organizations, are struggling for instructors. As

DE Registrar, I feel terrible when I can’t confirm
all the interested students. If you’re a current
instructor but haven’t joined us for a while,
please consider registering for a future event.
If you’re interested in being an instructor, our
next Instructor training weekend is November
18, 19 & 20. If you have any questions about
instructing, feel free to e-mail Brad
Beckett, our Chief Track Instructor,
at cti@suncoastpca.org.
You can enjoy more of the
warm Florida weather while
attending Zonefest on Memorial
Day weekend in Melbourne, FL.
It promises to be an exciting
weekend with your fellow Zone 12
PCA members. Registration is full,
but you can be put on a wait list in
case they have cancellations.
Many of you have been asking for an update
on our son Michael. Thank you all for your
thoughts and prayers. After considerable
discussion and sleepless nights, we helped
him relocate to Maine. The cooler weather is
better for his health and he’s hopeful it will
speed up his recovery. We’re heading up to
visit him in May, taking the RV so it will be a
lot slower journey than if we drove a Porsche!
We’ll be gone nearly a month, staying in state
and national parks, areas with limited to no
cell phone/Internet service. So if I’m slow to
respond to messages, please be patient.
After returning from Maine, I will appoint the
nominations committee and we’ll be working
on the slate of officers for 2023, but it’s not
too early to begin thinking of getting more
involved with your club. We have more than
3,000 members who represent a wide range
of interests and we need your talents to help
us offer activities and events to keep members
engaged. More information, including the
formal call for nominations, will be shared
in future communications, but we’re already
aware of three positions that will need to be
filled: Governance Director, Social Director
and Marketing/Communications Director
(and Profile editor). Interested? Want more
information? Please e-mail me at president@
suncoastpca.org.
Take care, stay healthy,
drive safe! n
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SUNCOAST SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Register for events at www.ClubRegistration.net

2022 DATES
Breakfast with Porsches. .  .  .  .  . V
 enice - 3rd Saturday of each month at Skillet’s in Village Shoppes Jacaranda &
US 41. We meet at 8:30am.
Bradenton - 4th Saturday of each month at Skillet’s, 9722 SR 64, just east of
I-75. Also at 8:30am.
Have friends with Porsches who are not PCA members? Bring them along.
May 22.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . R
 ally – Your choice of either Gimmick or TSD in the southern part of our
Region, Watch for eNews for announcement of where to meet for the start.
May 24 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Date Your Porsche Night at Sharky’s on the Beach, Venice
June 23.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . S uncoast Porsche Unveiling of their 356 Restoration Project, 6-8 pm. Register
to attend in www.Clubregistration.net Do you want to display your historic aircooled Porsche? If so, contact Warren Hense, whense@sunsetautogroup.com
August.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Exact day TBD – Summer BBQ at Mike Kwasin’s home, Tampa.
August 12 – 22.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . M
 onterey Car Week* See: https://whatsupmonterey.com/events/montereycar-week
NOTE: Watch for our eBlasts on Tuesdays for short-lead events.
N.B.: Check our website SuncoastPCA.org for the most up-to-date schedule of events and sign-up information for all
events. All of the Suncoast PCA events above require that you register at: www.clubregistration.net (See Denise Remus’s
article in January 2018 issue on Club Registration). ALSO see page 46 of Sept/Oct 2020 issue re. signing Event waivers.
*Non-PCA event. PCA insurance does not apply.

SUNCOAST 2022 AUTOX EVENTS
May 15 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SPC AllState Center
October 16. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SPC AllState Center

November 6 .  .  . Venice Municipal Airport
December 11.  .  .  .  .  .  . SPC AllState Center

SUNCOAST 2022 DE EVENTS
All events at Sebring International Raceway. Questions? Contact Denise Remus or Stephen Dodson at DERegistrar@SuncoastPCA.org

June 25-26 | Aug. 6-7 | Sept. 10-11 | Oct. 1-2 | Nov. 18-20

ZONEFEST MAY 27-29
Space Coast Region is the host of Zonefest this year and it will be spectacular!! With Porsche Melbourne and
the American Muscle Car Museum as our sponsors we have an incredible weekend planned: You can register
soon at www.clubregistration.net. Note: Website may show “Sold Out.” It is possible more spots may open.

2022 66th PORSCHE PARADE
June 12-18 - Kalahari Resort, Pocono Manor, PA Registration closes May 14

2022 BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE
Members are welcome to attend. If you would like to be part of a Zoom call, please contact one of the officers
for instructions. Second Tuesday of each month, except January and July. All will be via Zoom until further notice.

May 10 | June 14 | August 9 | September 13 | October 11 | November 8 | December 13
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MEMBERSHIP
ANNIVERSARIES
35 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Michael Jacobsen & Donna M. Maddox
Robert & Robert L. Kisiel
25 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Gary & Barbara Brosch
John & Susan Browne
Robert Tornello & Dante Tornello
Ramon & Lisa Bethencourt
John & Carole Dorsey
20 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Steven & Mary Ann Habershaw
Gerald Harmer & Inga Kharchuk
Carolyn & Greg R. Nicolosi
15 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Alan & Stephanie Taylor
Andrew Knisley & Melissa Littlewood
David & Bonnie Theung
Ken & Nancy Ernst
Kenneth & JoAnn T. Johns
Charles Brown
Stephen Baker & Sally Farr
Ruth & Rich B. Millard
10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Phares & Fran Risser
Pamela & Glenn Davis
Stephen Jamir
Marten Quadland & Paula Szypko
David & Deborah Naples
5 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Carlos Pinedo
Russ Morgan
Rich & Sherri Spizuoco
Shane & Rita Euler Young
Carl von dem Bussche
Trent Young
John & Merisa Velebir
Mads & Andreas Petersen
Michael & Blake Griffin

STARTING LINE
Larry Mendez, Membership Chair

MAY/JUNE Welcome our newest members:
Jeffrey Parker
Nigel Wright
Mike & Ann Michele Wieczorek
Dennis Suittens
Richard James
Simon Ottewell
Mandy Schutt & Roy Foley
Michael Tadros
Wayne & Mary Jo Cree
Christiana Casanova & Kenneth Pfahler
Stephen Little
Steven & Winne Pham
Jason Young
Preston Firestein
Ravi Korabathina
Walter Kintner
Earnet Campbell
Anibal Caraballo
Marcia Radzewicz & Barry Stein
Larry Le
Jim Zitnick
Michael Zabel & Lane Lochner
Thomas Roberts
Justin Orr
Peter Fernandez
Matthew Mosk & Claudia Larrin
Lewis Haight
Sohrab Shafii
Michael Vroblefski
Mladjan Djuric
Gary Garner
Timothy & Jack Ruskell
Soren Sorensen
Timothy Quinn
Sheri & David Beshara
Douglas Gouwens
Anthony & Deb Carlino
David & Mary Stoops
Spyros Spyrou
David & Jonathan Friebus
Fatima Valdes

Tampa
Englewood
Apollo Beach
Lutz
Lakewood Ranch
Seffner
Tampa
St. Petersburg
Palmetto
Englewood
Clearwater
Largo
Palm City
St Petersburg
St Petersburg
Bradenton
Sanford
Tampa
Palm Harbor
Tampa
Lakewood Ranch
Belleair Beach
St Petersburg
Brooksville
Osprey
St. Petersburg
Madeira Beach
Tampa
Tampa
St. Petersburg
Osprey
Madeira Beach
Tampa
Saint Petersburg
Tampa
Sarasota
Tampa
Clearwater
Port Richey
Bradenton
Brooksville

2019 911 GT3 RS
2017 Macan Turbo
1984 911 Carrera Cabriolet
2017 Cayenne
2017 718 Boxster
2004 911 Carrera 4 Cabriolet
2018 911 Carrera
2015 Panamera S
2021 911 Carrera S
2012 Boxster
2018 Silver 911 Carrera 4
2014 Cayman S
2019 718 Cayman
2013 Cayenne GTS
2017 Panamera Turbo
2014 911 Carrera 4S
2002 911 Carrera
2016 Cayman GT4
2020 Macan S
2020 718 Cayman GT4
2014 Boxster
2012 911 Carrera S
2021 718 Boxster
2014 Cayman S
2013 911 Carrera S Cabriolet
1986 911 Carrera Cabriolet
2005 911 Carrera S
2018 911 Turbo S Exclusive Series
2022 Panamera
1990 911 Carrera 2
2017 911 Carrera
2017 911 Carrera 4S Cabriolet
2007 911 Carrera 4S Cabriolet
2003 911 Carrera
2008 Cayman
2014 911 Carrera S
2019 911 Carrera Cabriolet
2007 Boxster
2018 718 Boxster S
1970 911T Targa
2013 Cayenne Diesel

Primary Members: 1,942 Affiliate Members: 1107 Total Members: 3,049
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THE WAY IT WAS
by Norm Sippel subbing for Tom Briest

Dateline May 1984

O

ne could get the impression that Suncoast PCA was all about
racing—last month’s retrospective column on the 1983 Daytona 24
Hour and this issue about the following year’s Sebring 12 Hour. But, no.
Our region at that time had lost it’s autocross facility and was between
big events. Tom Briest was our President in 1984 and as you know, Tom
was and is a racer. So,…
The Porsche on the cover was the rare 924 GTR driven my Dave White, Jerry
Kendall and George Drolsom. They finished 25th overall and 11th in GTU.
We recent members may remember Dave from his shop on Hillsborough
Ave. near the north end of Tampa International Airport. Photos at Sebring
were taken by Jim Vandercrake. Porsches took 5 of the top 6 spots piloted
by familiar names like: Bell, Foyt, Wolleck, Akin, Stuck, Holbert, Morton and
Adamowicz driving cars owned by familiar names too: Henn’s Swap Shop,
Bob Akin Motor Racing and John Fitzpatrick Racing.
In the “Marketplace” were a couple of good deals: a 1960 356B Super for
$10,000 and a 1976 930 Turbo for $32,500. (That was close to the original
sticker price.) (Ed Note: Once upon a time, in my “Jersey” days, a friend at
VW Porsche+Audi and I considered buying a new 930 Turbo & “putting
it away.” His employee cost was around $24,000. We talked about it but
didn’t do it. What would a 1989 930 Turbo be worth today? Ouch! But, not
as bad as the $3,000 used Ferrari a friend didn’t buy in 1970.) n

Anyone know who drew this?
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PHOTO OF THE MONTH
by George Wienhold, Profile Photo Editor

Beach Days

I

know that I can’t speak for someone
else, but I have a certain suspicion that
Porsche owners will get in their
car to just drive—somewhere.
No end expectation, just the
pleasure of getting behind the
wheel of our Porsches.
With just a little less than
7 gazillion miles of beaches
in Florida, there’s a beach
opportunity for that perfect
Porsche photo.
As a frequent submitter to
our award-winning Suncoast PCA Profile
magazine, Connie Schmitt found just the

right beach on which to pose her Porsche
Turbo, in this case, the Sanibel Causeway.
In this photo, the Turbo looks
just wonderful with the rear
highlighted.
I do think that the Sanibel
Causeway offered just the
right amount of splendor
to highlight this gorgeous
Porsche. FYI, there are no ugly
Porsches. There’s nothing
more enjoyable in scouting
out the ‘just right’ beach to
photograph our Porsches. That’s where the
pleasure of driving our cars is and finding

the one perfect spot to capture what’s in
our minds eye. Now that the weather is
not broiling, go out and find your spot. The
thrill is finding it with your Porsche
As usual, send me your best shot of
your Porsche and if I like it, I’ll send you
a nice Porsche hat and a surprise for your
Porsche. n

Thanks,
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TECH NOTES
by Pedro P. Bonilla SCR PCA

Fuel Injection

W

e all know that our beloved Porsche
engines need air and gas to produce
power, but how do the two come together
since one comes from the outside and the
other from the tank?
The first question is what year Porsche?
And that’s because throughout the years
there’s been continuous development in the
way that gasoline
is delivered to the
engine and how
it’s mixed with the
incoming air.
The air delivery is
pretty basic. Outside
air is sucked into the
intake box, passes
through a filter to
make sure that it’s
clean, passes through the carburetor (early
cars) or the throttle body (later cars) and
then gets directed to the cylinders though
the intake plenum manifolds. On naturally
aspirated engines, the engine itself sucks in
the air. On forced induction engines, the air
is compressed or charged before it gets to
the cylinders.
On the very first Porsches, 1948 – 1974*,
air was pulled in, as described, and the
carburetor would be responsible for
providing the metered gas. Liquid gasoline
does not ignite; only it’s vapors in the
presence of oxygen, so carburetors use a set
of jets to atomize the liquid gasoline in order
for it to mix with the incoming air. These
older engines used a completely mechanical
system to try to obtain the optimal mix ratio
(air - fuel) of 14.7:1 otherwise known as the
stoichiometric point.
(*) Mechanical fuel injection was
introduced for the first time in a Porsche in
1969, but it did not become standard until
1974, then evolving to digital management
in 1984.
As more efficiency in the engines was
required, mostly to make more HP for
racecars, better ways of mixing air and gas
were developed. The next step after the
carburetor was fuel injection.
The earliest and most basic type of fuel
injection is the single-point. It simply
14 PORSCHE PROFILE MAY/JUN 2022

replaces the carburetor with a fuel injector
nozzle in the throttle body which is where
the air inlet (butterfly) valve is located.
Though not as precise as the evolutions
that followed, throttle body injection (TBI)
meters fuel with much better control than
the carburetor it replaced.
But in 1969 Porsche chose to use the
newly developed Bosch Jetronic System,
which injected fuel into a port just above
each intake valve. This system was widely
used until the mid 70s. The injectors were
all interconnected by a pressurized fuel line
known as the fuel rail and dispensed fuel
by opening and closing at precise times
throughout the engine’s cycle. Nominal fuel
pressure in the rail is about 3.5 BAR or 50 psi.
When more air was given by the driver when
the accelerator was depressed, the Jetronic
system answered by keeping the injectors
open a bit longer by lengthening the pulsewidth of the ground signal to the injector and
thus obtaining the perfect mix (14.7:1). Typical
fuel injector pulsewidths can be as little as
1.5 – 2.0 milliseconds (ms, or thousandths
of a second) to over 20 ms at higher RPMs
and loads. The positive terminals of the fuel
injectors are always supplied with voltage,
as long as the ignition is on. The switchable

ground-path which completes the electrical
circuit is controlled by a transistor in the
electronic control unit (ECU).
Porsche has maintained their relationship
with Bosch throughout the years and
therefore has implemented most of their
versions of fuel injection technologies,
modified for the particular needs of the
current Porsches at the time.
D-Jetronic was introduced in the four
cylinder 914 because it was more than
adequate for low-revving engines such as
the VW Type IV used in the 914s which used
a single throttle body and individual fuel
injectors for each of the four cylinders. This
system proved to be prone to mechanical
wear and therefore inaccuracy in the mix so
it was not used in the 6-cylinder 914s.
The next version was the L-Jetronic which
used a mechanical airflow meter for the
first time to determine the amount of fuel
metered into the cylinders. This version was
applied to the 1.8L 914s (1974 – 1976 ).
Measuring the amount of air proved to
be much more efficient that the previous
arrangements and determined the direction
of further development.
In 1983 Porsche used the Bosch Motronic
System which integrated the electronic

ignition timing control and the fuel control
into a single control unit. From that point on,
both Porsche and Bosch refer to this unit as
the DME (digital motor electronics) instead
of the ECU (engine control unit), although
you may see it used indistinctly even today.
The first offering of the DME came in the 944
with the 928 and 911 following closely behind
in 1984. This system required very precise
measurement of engine speed and position,
so various engine component position
sensors were introduced (crankshaft,
camshaft and flywheel). On later versions,
oxygen sensors were also integrated into
Porsche’s Motronic Systems to obtain better
catalytic converter function and to also
correct excessive lean or rich conditions.
Many more developments were introduced
into the Motronic Systems as time went by,
such as onboard diagnostics (OBD), hot-wire
mass airflow sensors (MAF) in the 32-valve
928, (*) VarioCam technology (1992 968 and
forward), new onboard diagnostics (OBDII) in model year 1996, additional oxygen
sensors downstream of the cats, electronic
throttle control (drive-by-wire in the 2000
Carrera and Boxster) but the fuel injectors
remained basically unchanged for 40 years…
… until Direct Fuel Injection first
appeared in a production Porsche in with
the introduction of the new 9A1 engine of
the 997.2 in model year 2009. As the name
implies, fuel is injected directly into the
combustion chamber, leaving just air being
fed though the intake manifold. Injecting
fuel directly into the cylinders (at pressures
close to 2,000 psi) offers
better homogeneity of the
Injectors
air-fuel mix.
Because DFI can inject
the fuel closer to the
source of ignition (spark
plugs), it produces a
more even explosion in
the cylinders. The fuel

Valves

mixture is therefore burnt more completely,
increasing efficiency, reducing emissions
and improving power.
But it’s not just benefits that DFI brings to
modern cars. There have been a few issues.
Because of the extremely high fuel
pressure needed to operate, fuel pumps have
been not-so-reliable although getting better.
Another issue inherent to DFI is that
because only air now
flows through the intake
valves, carbon deposits
that were previously
washed off by the gas-air
mix now tend to create
deposits on the valves.
It’s ironic that Porsche
and other manufacturers

introduced “new” DFI technology in
2009 when Mercedes Benz had used it
and discontinued it in the 50s. My Dad’s
1957 300SL had DFI and he was always
complaining about carbon deposits in the
intake valves.
Like the old saying: Old is new again!
For more information on fuel injectors
and more, please visit my website: www.
PedrosGarage.com. n

Happy Porsche’ing,

©2018 Technolab /PedrosGarage.com.
(*) Corrected from the originally article – April 2022
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RALLY MASTER
by Jim Hoey

May is Rally Time

H

appy Spring! And it’s looking like great
Spring driving weather is here. I have
two statements to make. First - apologies
for the absence of an April Rally. It just
wasn’t in the stars that we would have the
time to finish up what we had hoped to do
:-(. Second - there will be a Rally on Sunday,
May 22nd :-). As mentioned before, we will
try to give participants a choice of either
TSD or Gimmick rally instructions.
Here’s a replay of last issue’s rally
info: The rally will take place on roads
in Sarasota County. (Yes, you can find a
few nice rally roads there :-) Bring your

clipboard, pens/pencils, and a cell phone
with a large digital clock display. There will
be a short rally school preceding the start
to bring everyone up to speed on basic TSD
rules. Nothing complicated for this one.
The folks who choose to run the Gimmick
version need not attend the school; just
show up and be prepared to have fun.
This rally will end at a laid-back
waterfront location with a menu of
burgers, sandwiches & classic seafood
dishes. Bring your appetite! There will be
limit of 20 cars for this event.
A note about this summer’s Porsche

Parade: Jeanne and I are registered to
attend this one in the Pocono Mountains
of Pennsylvania. If any other Suncoast
members will be there, and possibly
registered for the Parade Rallies, we’d be
happy to get together beforehand and
share travel plans and rally notes.
PS - the photo here is of our Grandson
who is excited to be getting his driver’s
permit soon. And yes, I will be teaching
him how to drive a six-speed manual. :-) n
Jim & Jeanne Hoey, Rally Masters
RallyMaster@suncoastpca.org
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SOCIAL RAMBLINGS
by Ed Rossiter, Social Director

A Busy Time

B

y the time you read this, many of our
members will have headed back up to the
cold northern regions of the US, and Canada.
We will miss them, and their continued
attendance and support of our club activities.
We will continue our scheduled
breakfasts, at the Skillet’s in Venice, on the
3rd Saturday, and the Skillet’s in Bradenton,
on the 4th Saturday of each month. We are
so grateful for the continued support and
attendance we have for this program. We
are still looking for a host for an additional
monthly breakfast in the northern regions of
our club. Please contact me, and I can give
you the particulars of what is needed to be
a host. Mostly, you would be expected to be
there to greet the people, and interact with
the restaurant management on the day of
the breakfast. I will do the rest.
We are of course always seeking ideas
of restaurants for our Date Your Porsche
Nights, especially in the northern regions
of our club territory. Admittedly, I know of

very few places north of Bradenton, so send
me the names and some information on the
site, and if they want our group, have a good
menu, and can provide adequate parking for
our Porsches, I will contact them to move
forward on a plan. We are working on June
right now.
Two months ago, we enjoyed a return
dinner evening at McGrath’s in Lakewood
Ranch. They provided an additional benefit,
with the exclusive parking for our Porsches,
as well as a wonderful dinner on their patio.
We want to thank Harvey and Ann Goldberg
for hosting this event.
Last month we had a very successful
return dinner at Waterfrontoo in Nokomis.
The food was great as always, and the
company superb. As our group was smaller,
and it was during Season, we didn’t have the
private parking we had enjoyed the first time
we were there.
Upcoming after we go to press, our club
will be hosting a dinner at Thomas P’s in

Tampa. We are so grateful to Brian West
for hosting this event, much needed as
our support for the northern portion of
our membership area has not been what
we would like it to be, or should be. I will
continue to ask for support in finding good
dining places, and help in hosting these
events in the future. It is challenging for me
to be at these northern venues, as Thomas
P’s is 90 miles from my home.
Please sign up for our 6th annual Porsche
Date night at Sharky’s in Venice, held this
year on Tuesday May 24th, from 5 to 9pm.
Hans Krenz is our host and promises a great
time, as always.
Please keep reading these articles,
following our emails and notifications,
and ClubRegistration.net for the times and
locations of our social events. We want to
find ways to include more and more of our
club members in our social events, so keep
sending us your favorite restaurants and
clubs, and we will follow up. n

THIS IS THE
2022 READY
FOR LIFE
FUND-RAISING
GAUGE
In 2021, Suncoast PCA Members
raised $14,000 for RFL. Our goal
for 2022 is a modest increase to
$16,000. Watch the tachometer
to see our progress. We will show
it in each issue of Profile as well
as on our website.
Help us move the needle.
Please donate.
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Tale of Two Air-Cooled Porsches
by Page Obenshain

I

n 1982 we purchased a gray market 1979
911 SC Coupe, but that is another story.
In 1998 we bought a new Boxster, became a
PCA member and I attended and instructed
at Driver Education, that is another story
too. It has been a good ride with PCA the
whole way.
In 2016 I purchased my second air-cooled
Porsche, which was a 1986 911 cabriolet,
restored it and sold her. I then asked myself,
why in the hell did you sell a pristine and
fun-collector car? With that, I started to look
for its replacement which took till 2021 and
found one at an unreasonable price but we
bought it anyway. A near-perfect 1987 triple
blue 911 cab with 91,000 miles came into
our lives. The car was worthy of a concours
trophy and a stint in a dealership showroom.
Now a few months later that unreasonable
price seems no longer unreasonable, and
we were well satisfied with our purchase...
UNTIL…we were in North Carolina last
October. I had a 48 Hours of Sebring jacket
on, and a guy approached me and asked if I
was from Sebring, no from St. Pete. He said
he had a neighbor who needed to sell his
911 which was a black coupe and he thought
it was a 1985. He gave me the contact
information and I called. A gentleman with
a heavy German accent answered and said

20 PORSCHE PROFILE MAY/JUN 2022

he knew he should sell, hadn’t made an ad
for the car, but knew his price. Lee and I
went to central Florida just to look. The car
was in the garage with a cover on it. As he
uncovered the car, I discovered it was a widebody cabriolet. Lee was still in our car on
her computer doing business, when I went
back to get my flashlight and whispered, this
could be a home run, we are buying it.
Going over to pick it up, our Jeep Grand
Cherokee had an overheating issue and we
had to go back home and switch cars. I paid
him, he cried, and I was scared to death
driving it home because it had not been on
the highway for 19 years. It ran perfectly.
This wide body is also known as a Super
Sport with the option number M491. It was
a limited production car which had all the
advantages of a Turbo, Recaro seats, leather,
suspension, brakes, except the engine, as
the turbo had failed to comply with the U.S.
emission standards for a couple of years.
In 1985 there were 113 of this wide body
sold worldwide and maybe as little as three
came to the U.S. Porsche dealers. The M491
option cost was $12,400 including air
conditioning. Our car was sold in Germany
thus euro specs with a bit more horsepower
and a lower ride height by about ¾ inch.
I have spent a ton of money on her, but

this is a very nice example of an all-original,
39,000-mile car. I call her a bar car. The
seller owned her for 19 years and the day
he bought it he put the top down and drove
it to the bar to show her off. Well, he took
that trip almost every day for the better part
of the 19 years. A friend came into the bar
one day and said it was raining and that was
the first and only time the top was up until
I made him put it up for me to view the car,
and he grumbled about doing it.
One day in 2015 someone approached
him with a set of after-market wheels with
new tires and he bought them, then sold
the original wider Fuchs to his yard man for
$400 for the set. I wanted to put the Fuchs
back on and found some very used, and
expensive wheels. I painted and polished
the 4 and put on new tires.
I have sailed all my life and have owned
two Boxsters and three air-cooled cabs,
even with a dermatologist who calls me
”job security.” I have observed during the
years of ownership the cabs spend more
time in the garage and have less miles.
Many coupes have been modified or made
into track cars. Nice low mileage coupes are
now rarer than the cabriolet.
We drove the black car to the 12 Hours of
Sebring recently, parked in the Porsche corral
and it got a lot of well-deserved attention.
One person came up to me and said, “Do
you understand how rare this car is?” What
he was saying is why would you drive it to
Sebring or drive it at all? The answer is they
are smaller, lighter, not heavily laden with
electronics, and a ton of fun to drive. Who
needs a radio when one can listen to the
engine and exhaust sounds?
To go backwards is an adventure. n
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Rennsport Reunion VII will take place in 2023
Porsche Newsroom. Lower Right photo by Lyndon Fox, MotorImages.com

The world’s largest Porsche fan
gathering will return for the
seventh time.

P

orsche Cars North America (PCNA) has
confirmed the next Porsche Rennsport
Reunion will take place in 2023. For the seventh
time, life on the edge will be celebrated - from
the boldest and most exciting Porsche cars
yet created to the people responsible for
designing them, to the drivers who took the
cars right to their limits. All will gather for an
exhilarating event that promises to celebrate
not only Porsche’s past and present, but to
capture a glimpse into the future, on both the
track and on the road. The theme, dates and
location of Rennsport VII will be announced in
due course.

Conceived by racing great Brian Redman and
Porsche Cars North America’s longstanding
PR General Manager Bob Carlson in 2001,
Rennsport was created to celebrate the racing
heritage of Porsche. They envisioned an
event at which drivers and enthusiasts could
gather to celebrate racing and pay tribute to
the people and cars that have helped build
the Porsche legacy. Since its inaugural event
at Lime Rock Park in Connecticut over 20
years ago, Rennsport has continuously grown
in appeal, drawing in 80,000 fans over the
course of the last event in 2018.
“We’re all excited to be able to announce
the return of the Rennsport Reunion, which
is always a highlight of Porsche motorsports
enthusiasm and heritage” said Kjell Gruner,
President and CEO of Porsche Cars North
America Inc. “Rennsport Reunion has grown
quickly over the years into a truly oneofa-kind experience of sight, sound and
emotions. For a few days, it feels like everyone
thrilled by the brand is united in one place, on
and off the track, as one Porsche family. We’ll
announce the date and location soon, but
this much I can share already: Our ambition

is to make Rennsport Reunion VII the best
one yet.” MEDIA ENQUIRIES Frank Wiesmann
770-290-3414 frank.wiesmann@porsche.us
(Ed. Note: We’ve been to Rennsport
Reunions at Daytona and Laguna Seca and

they are fantastic. As soon as a dates and
location are announced, we’ll publish it.
Meanwhile, read Rich Tillotson’s report on
Rennsport Reunion VI in the November
2018 Profile.) n
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Driving Tour to Historic Antebellum Property
Article and pictures by Peter Morgan Adams

O

n Saturday April 9, 2022 under a
beautiful clear blue sky approximately
100 Suncoast PCA members and guests
assembled near Tampa, Florida to enjoy a
scenic tour through some of Florida’s most
beautify countryside. Chinsegut Hill, a 114acre preserve and historic site in Brooksville,
FL was our destination. This Antebellum

plantation and progressive-era gathering
spot also provides a conservation site for
exploration. From an agrarian plantation
before the Civil War to the emancipation
of enslaved people, Chinsegut Hill has
witnessed hundreds of years of Florida’s
history. Our Porsche driving tour was very
well organized by many helpful Suncoast

PCA member volunteers. All participants
enjoyed the delightful plantation including
our professionally guided tour of its large
historic homestead. Attached are pictures
of our members and their beautiful Porsche
automobiles at the event. A great time was
had by all. n
continued on page 27

Janusz & Maria Hurczyn drove up
from Venice.

Final instructions by Mark Krekorian.

Cars parking.

Gathering near Tampa.
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HISTORIC ANTEBELLUM PLANTATION

First Arrivals Dennis
O’Keefe & Denise
Remus.

continued from page 25

Group
meeting
before our
tour.

Peter Adams in
parking area.

Ann & Harvey Goldberg
provide advice.

Maria Bomersbach
entering Plantation
House.

Chinsegut Plantation House.
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KARTS 4 KIDS
by Pedro P. Bonilla, Suncoast Region PCA

Two Guys

“T

wo guys walk into a bar one day…”
… sounds like the opening line to a
joke, right? Well, what happened at that
coffee bar in early 2012 in St. Pete was an
idea that sparked a great endeavor!
Let me tell you about it.…Those two
guys were PCA Club members and they
got to talking about the recent passing of
an IndyCar great: Dan Wheldon, who had
been a resident of the Tampa Bay Area.
Miles Frantz, the first one to arrive at the
coffee bar told Page Obenshain who met
him there that they should do something
to honor Dan. He said: “Why don’t we
organize a Kart race so we can generate
some funds and then donate them to John
Hopkins All Children’s Hospital which was
one of Dan and Susie Wheldon’s favorite
charities?”
The idea was to organize a Pro-Am Race
where a Pro driver would share his seat
with some amateur racers who would pay a
fee to drive. Page loved the idea, accepted
the challenge, and ran with it.
For the first event they had less than
six weeks to do it. Immediately Page
contacted two people: Patrick Long and
Dave Bassett. Patrick, who was a Tampa
Bay resident at the time, to ask him if he
could help putting together the group
of Pros and Dave to see if he would help
in the organization.They both liked the
idea and agreed to help. Patrick (the only
American Porsche factory driver) went to
work recruiting drivers for the event and
Dave knew the people at Andersen Race
Park. Initially Andersen was a vendor and
Page set out to find some sponsors, one
of which, Bert Smith Porsche, covered the
cost of renting the track. The event, which
was run at Andersen Race Park in Palmetto,
FL raised $6,400 for All Children’s and
everyone was ecstatic.
Originally the event was a PCA event
since every member of the organizing
committee was a PCA member, but PCA
later decided not to insure Kart races so
the group made it an independent entity:
Kart 4 Kids, Inc501(c)3.
The first events were organized right
continued on page 30
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after the 12 Hours of Sebring so it would be
easier to get the Pro drivers. Eventually, it
was moved to the week before the IndyCar
Grand Prix of St. Pete and the Grand Prix
allowed K4K to come to the track. Because
of Covid-19 the event was moved back to
Andersen which helped to cut expenses
and raise the donation because Andersen
Park now became a sponsor and donated
the track with karts and personnel for the
event.

There has been a long list
of Pro drivers who have
participated in K4K. At
one time five winners of
the Indy-500 were racing
together at K4K.
After the second year, All Children’s
Hospital asked the organizers of Kart 4
Kids what were their goals. K4K said: “We
want to become the primary fundraiser
for the Hospital”. That was after a $6,400
donation in 2012 and a $13,000 donation
that year (2013).
There has been a long list of Pro drivers
who have participated in K4K. At one time
five winners of the Indy-500 were racing
together at K4K. There have also been
winners of the 12 Hours of Sebring, 24
Hours of Daytona, 24 Hours of Le Mans
and just about from every important race
in the world. Drivers from all of the big
automotive racing series have been giving
of their time by leading a team and also
help K4K by donating signed memorabilia
which gets auctioned and this accounts
for a good portion of the donation to All
Children’s.
After Pat Long moved to California,
another Tampa Bay resident, Sebastien
Bourdais (IMSA, ChampCar, IndyCar&Le
Mans Champion/F1 Driver, etc., etc.),
stepped in to run the Pro driver recruitment
and more, as the Event Chairman. Other
changes came to be for 2022 as well. Page
and Dave became Co-Chairs and Chris
Russick took the helm as K4K President.
I was honored and very happy to be
asked to join the K4K Committee this
year. Since its inception I had wanted to
be involved, but because I lived in Fort
Lauderdale it was difficult. Now that I’m a
Tampa Bay Area resident, I’m all-in! Karting
for me is part of my DNA. I grew up racing
them, and into adulthood, so there was
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no way I wouldn’t get involved because Championship-winning driver’s suit so
even though we are all having a great time both of these bidders can get what they
at the event, mingling with such great want (and just like that K4K doubled the
racing talent and all of the volunteers who income from that donation ($32,000)
are good friends, we’re also able to give which brought everyone there to loudly
back to the community and support All cheer and clap.
Children’s Hospital.
I also watched as some of the more
After the day’s races are over, the tenured drivers, such as Scott Dixon, quietly
event moves under the tent, where the but wisely kept outbidding the younger
auctions (silent and not-so-silent) take drivers time and time again in order to
place. Drivers, sponsors, members and raise the amount of money collected from
anyone who wants can
auction.
This year’s event (2022) theThis
donate
memorabilia
year’s event
to
be
auctioned. donated to John Hopkins (2022) donated to
This
year,
Alex
Hopkins
All
All Children’s Hospital John
Palou (2021 IndyCar
Children’s
Hospital
Series
Champion)
the sum of $300,000, the sum of $300,000,
donated one of his
makes the total
which makes the total which
’21
Championshipaccumulated donation
winning driving suits.
accumulated donation $1,350,000!
The bidding starts and
K4K
now
has
$1,350,000!
when it halts a bit, he
become the primary
interjects and says: “I didn’t wash it! That fund raiser for the Hospital as was the goal
must make it more valuable, No?”
all along.
The bidding continues and again slows
We have been blessed with so many
down after a minute or so. Again Alex wonderful volunteers and donors who
interjects: “I forgot to tell you that it’s a make this a fantastic event. Our gratitude
complete set! I’ll include the boots and also to the many sponsors who make the
gloves, all signed.” Some more bids come event viable, among them Firestone who
in and when the bidding finally stalls at has been with us since day 1, Bert Smith
$16,000, the two gentlemen that had Porsche who donated the Porsche Design
been outbidding each other, would raise watch which won the silent auction, and
their bids no more. There was silence CardioAccess, our presenting sponsor.
and neither one twitched nor hinted to
For more information on Kart 4 Kids and
raise again. Then, again Alex says: “You more, please visit: www.Kart4Kids.org n
know what, I’ll throw in another complete
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Date Your Porsche Night at McGrath’s
Irish Ale House
Copy & photos by Norm Sippel

E

d Rossiter with help from Ann and
Harvey Goldberg once again set up a
dinner at this great Irish pub in Lakewood
Ranch. We had the choice of dining inside
or out and chose outdoors to enjoy the
springtime weather and to keep an eye
on our cars that had special parking
right there on Main Street. As you can
see in the photos, everyone was enjoying
themselves.
If you haven’t been to a DYPN lately, now
that the restaurants and roads are getting
less crowded, be sure to join us at them.
Which reminds me—for those of you
who are in Pinellas, Pasco, Hillsborough,
Polk, Hernando and Hardee counties, you
certainly must have restaurants that could
accommodate a group of 20 – 30 people
for dinner. See Ed’s column in this issue.
He’s looking for new locations for DYPN
and breakfasts. Please tell him about your
suggestions. It isn’t that we are ignoring
those of you who live in the northern part
of our territory. It’s just that we who live
south of the Manatee River don’t know the
best spots up there. n
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Profiles of Our Members

D

ear Suncoast PCA members,
My name is Daniela Boesshenz, in
November 2021, I was appointed by the
Suncoast PCA Board of Directors to fill the
Vice President’s position vacated by John
Sabatini, and wanted to introduce myself as I
am representing and serving you along with
my fellow Board members.
Born and raised in Augsburg, Germany, I
moved to the United States after graduating
from University in 1999. Working in Venture
Capital and Private Equity in Boston and
Munich until relocating to Saint Petersburg,
Florida in 2009.
I am truly honored to be a member of a
dedicated team of concerned and engaged
Board of Directors since January 2020, first
as Secretary and now as Vice President. I
am passionate about diversity and inclusion
celebrating all Porsche owners, as well as
having a strong commitment to forwardthinking ideas that can grow our organization
and are essential to our long-term viability
and expansion.
Joining Suncoast PCA in 2016, I
immediately signed up for a High
Performance Drivers Education event at

GT4 Sebring

Sebring International Raceway to improve
my driving abilities and to learn to drive my
new manual Boxster the way it’s designed to
be driven. I was hooked after one session,
upgraded to a 2016 Cayman GT4 in January
2021, and successfully completed the PCA
National Instructor Training last year, thanks
to the immense support and guidance of my

mentors. The fun and camaraderie of our DE
program is unparalleled.
I would welcome the opportunity to learn
more about our members’ needs, wants
and current challenges to serve you more
effectively. Please feel free to contact me via
email at vp@suncoastpca.org.
It’s not just the cars, it’s the people! n

Daniela Boesshenz Toy Drive 2019
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Breakfast With Porsches - Bradenton & Venice
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DATE YOUR PORSCHE NIGHT
by Hans-Joachim Krenz

It’s Time for Sharky’s!

E

very spring, PCA Suncoasters ask
me whether we’re “going to do that
Sharky’s thing again.” Of course! So far,
only Covid has ever been able to stop us,
and then only once, in 2020. Since 2016
our “dinner on the beach” has provided
a fun evening for our group. Good cars,
great people, good food, perfect weather,
great fellowship, and on one occasion even
a professionally run auction; rarely does
life get much better. So, if you’ve been
waiting for details for the 2022 Dinner on
the Beach at Sharky’s on the Pier in Venice,
here is the info.
Our dinner is scheduled for May 24,
2022. We have reserved, as in prior years,
the “tent” at Sharky’s. This is a semi-fixed
structure used for groups that will shield
us from any showers which, in any case, are
rare this time of year. We have the tent as
well as dedicated wait staff from 5:00 PM
until 9:00 PM. (You are welcome to stay
later, but our waiters may not be there for
you after 9.) So, if you prefer to arrive early
for drinks, come at five and eat later. If you
prefer to have dinner early and leave early
for the drive home, come at five. The wait
staff can take your order. If you can’t leave
the office in time and arrive at Sharky’s at
7:00 PM, we won’t let you starve; eat late
and enjoy! We’re all on “Jimmy Buffett
time” or at least “Florida time.”
If this is your first time at this event, park
as close to the south end of the parking lot
at Sharky’s as you can. Then proceed on
the little boardwalk toward the beach that
goes past the restaurant immediately to the
south of the outdoor dining area. As you
near the beach itself, notice all the PCA’ers
on your right and give us a friendly wave
and a shout-out. As you hit the beach, do
an immediate 180-degree turn to starboard
(that’s nautical talk for “right”) and enter
the “PCA-only Zone.”
Here are some photos of past “Dinneron-the-Beach” events. n
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Bringing Back the Classics
Frank Wiesmann, Manager, Product Communications, Motorsport and Brand Heritage

Porsche Classic Restoration
Challenge returns for 2022

F

or the second consecutive year, Porsche
Classic is hosting its nationwide
Restoration Challenge, inviting dealerships
to return a beloved Porsche sports car from
the 1950s to 2000s back to its original glory.
The U.S. is home to more classic Porsche
sports cars than any other market, and
after decades on the road some will
inevitably be in need of a little extra care.
For the 2022 Porsche Classic Restoration
Challenge, dealers will acquire a car that
is due for some expert technical attention
and oversee the vehicle as it undergoes
restoration in the best possible hands:
Porsche-trained technicians who will
have a portfolio of more than 60,000
unique Porsche Classic Genuine Parts at
their disposal. The 2022 edition of the
Challenge is expected to have more than
60 dealers participate, a 50% increase in
involvement year-over-year.
“The mission of Porsche Classic and
our dealer partners is to go above and
beyond every day to keep vintage cars
on the road and driving just as well as
the moment they left the factory,” said

Porsche Woodland Hills prepares the body of a 356 for a complete restoration.
Jonathan Sieber, Manager Porsche Classic
with Porsche Cars North America. “With
the Restoration Challenge, dealers and
service teams are able to showcase their
skills and capabilities while revitalizing
these dream machines. Our inaugural
competition in 2021 produced some truly
stunning examples of classic Porsche

sports cars, and we expect even more from
our participants this year.”
(Ed. Note: Suncoast Porsche, Sarasota
will have a special event on June 23, 2022
at which they will present the 356 that
their dealership worked on. Please contact
Warren Hense to register: whense@
sunsetautogroup.com) n
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Autocross Events
by Kirsten Eggert - Suncoast PCA Competition Chair

H

ello Suncoast PCA members and fellow
autocrossers. The 2022 autocross
season is in full swing and we’ll be coming
up quickly to our summer break, JuneSeptember. By the time you read this, you
can view the first half autocross season
results at www.suncoastpca.org/autocross,
including our April 24th event at the Venice
Airport Festival Grounds and May 15th at SPC
AllState Center. The April and May events
provided a nice incentive for rookie drivers
and all ladies to come out to experience and
get hooked on autocross! We are getting
a great turnout for PCA members and we
are reaching our maximum registration
capacity, so be sure to register early for
upcoming events!
The March autocross was held at the St.
Petersburg College AllState Center. It was
a beautiful and very warm, sunny day. The
course layout was challenging at first – think
of driving a big ampersand “&” and trying
not to hit any cones at 45 mph – but once
you got the correct line, it proved to be
an exciting course. PCA members driving
modified “other” vehicles took fastest
times, and David L, with his 2017 Cayman
S, continued to be in the top 3 with a 36.04
time. We had four “rookies” who had a
great time and improved tremendously
throughout the day. We hope to see them all
continue to attend future events!
Possible great news for our eastern
Suncoast PCA territory!We may have a new
venue for autocross at the recently opened
“Polk Motorsports” complex next to the
Bartow Executive Airport. Bill Sumansky was
contacted about the venue and he drove out
to inspect the property. Polk Motorsports
just held its first car show event in late
March and they are looking to host a lot
more motorsports activities. They plan on
doing some re-paving which would provide
a great surface for us, and it’s a large enough
property for 60 second runs! If all goes well,
we will look at adding a September event
to our calendar and moving the November
autocross to the new venue.
Please continue to visit the suncoastpca.
org website, Clubregistration.net, and
our Suncoast PCA Facebook Group for the
2022 Autocross calendar and event results
and photos. n
continued on page 40
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AUTOCROSS EVENTS

continued from page 39

We have a number of Board and Committee positions that we
need to fill. There are now 3,049 members in the Suncoast Region.
With more people wanting more activities in a larger geographic
area, we need more people to help run them.
TOURMEISTER
Overall, PCA Regions do more tours than
all other driving events combined. With
the vast geographic area Suncoast covers,
we need a Tourmeister who can plan, and
set up tours and can recruit two or three
others in the far reaches of our territory to
act as local road spotters and assistants.
This individual will work closely with Brian
West, our Road Driving Activities Director.
Interested? Contact Brian at: bwfst84@
gmail.com
ASSISTANT RALLY MASTER
Jim Hoey, Rally Master needs someone to
help him reconnoiter roads and locations
for rallies, both Time Speed Distance (TSD)
& Gimmick. You’ll have a lot of fun helping
Jim identify the most interesting drives
and unique Florida settings. Interested?
Contact Jim at: rallymaster@suncoastpca.
org or 941-323-5184.
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MARKETING/COMMUNICATION
DIRECTOR
We will need a new Profile Editor/Publisher
in 2023. The ideal candidate would have
a facility with language, both in general
and Porsche/automotive specific; some
experience using MS Word and Excel; and
familiarity with search engines. An eye for
good photography is important and it’s a
real plus if you have access to someone
to proofread and copy edit. This position
also includes creation of occasional eNews
online. Official start date would be Jan 1,
2023. Norm Sippel is willing to provide
training prior to that, coaching after. We
have an excellent, experienced graphic artist
to prepare the magazine for publishing,
and a printer who is easy to work with and
economical. Interested? Contact Norm at:
profile@suncoastpca.org

GOVERNANCE DIRECTOR
The Governance Director serves as Chair
of the Nominating Committee, guiding
the Board of Directors nomination process;
supports processes related to review and
revisions of the Bylaws; and any other
governance related items intended to
provide support to the Board of Directors.
A legal background is helpful but not
required. We are seeking an individual who
may be willing to serve the rest of the 2022
term and/or be considered a candidate for
the 2023 term. Interested? Contact Denise
Remus at president@suncoastpca.org or
727-215-7452.
SOCIAL COMMITTEE and SOCIAL
ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR
We are seeking to formalize a Social
Committee with representatives from
across our region. Social Committee
members will work with the Social Director
to identify interesting venues for Date Your
Porsche nights, breakfasts, and other social
opportunities. Additionally, Ed Rossiter has
notified us this will be his last year so we are
working to identify a candidate for Social
Director in 2023. Interested in participating
on the Social Committee or Social Director
position? Contact Ed Rossiter at social@
suncoastpca.org or Denise Remus at
president@suncoastpca.org.

Former Foster Kids Get a Boost to Adulthood
by Waveney Ann Moore

A

t just 30 years old, Shadai Simmons has
quite a life story. Some of what she’s
accomplished so far is displayed on a wall in
her office at Ready for Life, a Pinellas County
nonprofit agency that helps young people
who’ve aged out of foster care.
In 2016, then-Gov. Rick Scott appointed
Simmons to a statewide advisory board. A
framed photograph with fellow members
of the Police and Youth Engagement
Roundtable hangs beside her desk. Nearby
is a certificate from St. Petersburg College
attesting to the fact that she’s a youth
development professional.
But Simmons’ darkest days are filed away
in a cabinet. Wednesday, she brought out the
pages that document the times she ran away,
beginning at age 12, her numerous arrests and
periods in juvenile detention. She became a
victim of human trafficking and addicted to
crack cocaine. It was a downward spiral that
continued until she was 17.
A new life dawned when she was placed in
a small Christian group home that specialized
in helping human trafficking victims. Later
she discovered Ready for Life, which gave her
a sense of belonging and spurred a vocation
to help former foster kids like herself.
“All of our kids just need love and support
and guidance,” she said this week. “Every kid
that walks through the door, I see a piece of
me in them. There is not one youth that I feel
I cannot touch.”
Ready for Life got its start in 2009, a vision
of former St. Petersburg Mayor David Fischer,
who at the time was president and CEO of
Community Foundation of Tampa Bay. He
convinced Bud Risser of Risser Oil and Gerry
Hogan, former president and chief executive
of the Home Shopping Network, to form a
nonprofit to help kids who had aged out of
foster care and were adrift in a world they
were ill prepared to navigate. They hired Kathy
Mize, who came with 20 years of experience
in the child welfare system and a master’s in
social work, to head the new nonprofit.
They agreed, said Risser, that foster care
youth would be involved in everything they
did. “We would not be one of those top-heavy
organizations,” he said Tuesday.
Simmons is one of three former foster
kids who work with the agency that serves
15- to-25-year-olds, who are either in foster

care or have aged out of the system and
are on their own. Simmons’ title is youth
development coordinator.
Thirteen years since its founding, the
agency has helped “well over” 1,000 young
people and touched the lives of hundreds
more, said Mize, the CEO.
“We have 301 that we call our core group
that are actively engaged with us on a regular
basis and that does not include if someone
comes to a holiday event or just popping in
once during the year,” she said.

The organization offers a
number of programs designed
to help youth aging out of foster
care become independent.
It works in partnership with
several organizations and an
army of volunteers.
“And although we say 301, that doesn’t
include, on any given day, that we could get a
brand-new young adult that just hears about
us. So that number does fluctuate quite a bit.
But our numbers are constantly rising, not
declining, unfortunately.”
Additionally, the agency counts 210 “little
ones.” They are the children of the former
foster care children. “Although that’s a large
number, that’s 210 children that are not in
foster care that are being raised by their
parents,” Mize said. “And we are breaking the
cycle that goes back, could go back, two and

three and four generations. So, if we keep
doing that, I hope Ready for Life won’t need to
be here in 30 years.”
Simmons, a mother of two, co-founded the
agency’s Mommy & Me program. WingMen,
the dad’s program, is coordinated by another
youth specialist, Nate Johnson, who also is
the father of a son.
Meanwhile, the agency has offered a
stabilizing influence as former foster children
have pursued their academic dreams. A few
have earned master’s degrees. Simmons,
close to getting an associate’s degree, also
bought a home through Habitat for Humanity.
She was the first to do so.
Michelle Walag, vice president of strategic
partnerships, said the first stop for new arrivals
is the Ready for Life kitchen. It’s where they
can get a snack, maybe a cup of hot cocoa, or
even a smoothie. But what might seem like an
everyday task is not always simple for some
former foster kids, who might not have been
allowed to prepare a meal where they lived,
Walag explained.
“We have to help fill in some of these
learning gaps, which is what we’re up to at
Ready for Life. We stabilize the crisis situation
they’re in when they arrive on our doorstep.
We lift the ground up underneath these young
people, help remove any barrier, and then we
walk with them to help them fill in the life
skills and learning gaps that are very common
to this vulnerable population,” Walag said.
“The heart of any home is the kitchen.
continued on page 43
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continued from page 41

That’s the same at Ready for Life. They walk
in and the first stop is at the kitchen. They can
nourish not only their bodies, but their hearts
and their souls. We slow them down and they
come back to life a little bit.”
Those in foster care, says the Children’s
Defense Fund, are “among the most
vulnerable children in America.”
Nationally, the organization says in its
“State of America’s Children 2021” report,
Black and American Indian/Alaska Native
children “are represented in foster care at a
rate 1.66 and 2.84 times their portion of the
overall population, respectively.”
Locally,
said
Risser,
“There’s
a
disproportionate number of African-American
kids in our group.”
The organization offers a number of
programs designed to help youth aging out of
foster care become independent. It works in
partnership with several organizations and an
army of volunteers.
“We are 95 percent privately funded and
that’s due to the generosity of so many local
family foundations, corporations, civic and
faith-based groups and individuals,” Mize said.
The Tampa Bay Rays, for instance, sponsor
what’s called the Clean Sweep Day Stop with
laundry facilities and showers for homeless
youth. Volunteers assemble hygiene kits.
Beth’s Corner, sponsored by the Beth Dillinger

Foundation, supplies new work clothing for
work. A volunteer teaches a Zoom cooking
class. A full-time mental health counselor is
available through a partnership with Pinellas
County and the Pinellas County Public
Defender’s Office. Another partnership, this
time with BayCare, means a health navigator is
available to help former foster kids understand
how to use the health care system.
A Ready for Jobs program includes job
coaching. “We have our own proprietary
class that is taught by a couple of our
wonderful volunteers, Heather and Gary
Lafferty, out of Tampa,” Walag said. “It really
sets kids up to compete in the job market,
but it also gives them that sense of knowing
that they can do it.”
There’s also a financial literacy class
that’s offered through a partnership with
Suncoast Voices for Children, the Annie E.
Casey Foundation and United Way Suncoast.
Walag said graduates can get up to $3,000 in
matched savings.
Ready for Life, which is in Largo, began in
St. Petersburg. “When we started this, the
center of gravity for the population was Fifth
Avenue S,” Risser said. That’s now shifted to
Largo, he said. “Our kids can’t afford to live in
St. Petersburg.”
About 82 percent are homeless, Mize said.
“Some are in shelters. Some don’t want to go

to shelters. “We have some young adults that
have an AA and they have lived in their cars
the whole time and it’s amazing to me that
they just keep going. They are resilient, that’s
for sure.”
The organization keeps air mattresses on
hand for those who sleep outdoors. Some
even live in storage units or “go couch-tocouch-to-couch,” Mize added.
“That’s why we are working so hard right
now on housing and developing some
kind of transitional type campus to give
them a chance. Our dream is we’re looking
at property. We are diligently exploring
transitional housing opportunities, more like
dorm-style housing,” she said.
“We’re working with a core group of
people, some funders, some investors, just
to see what might be possible. That’s where
we are right now. But our goal is to partner
to have a facility that possibly could hold 30.
That seems like a good starting point to kind
of run this as a pilot and see how that works.
“In keeping with its commitment to listen
to the youth they serve, Ready for Life has a
mentoring program. The former foster kids
asked for “one person that cares that they are
alive,” Mize said.
Walag, who started the program, said
adult volunteers are matched with youth for
about an hour a week. “It’s so simple and so
much fun to be a part of these young people’s
lives while they discover how great they are
themselves,” she said.
“We have many who started out homeless
and hungry who are now graduating from
college. Some of them are getting master’s
degrees. They’re buying houses. And
successfully parenting their own children. It’s
just remarkable.”
Like Simmons. The child of migrant
workers – her father was from Mexico and
died before she was born and her mother is
African-American – did not go to school past
5th grade. She’s now just a class short of
getting her associate in science degree and is
making plans to go on to earn a bachelor’s in
human services.
“My children are going to be better than
me,” she said. “They’re going to be even 10
times better than me.”
Her favorite quote, she said, is “Be the
change you wish to see in the world.”
“We have to progress,” she said. “Ready
for Life taught me that my past is not my
future and it gave me all the tools to be a
better parent. They planted the seed and they
watered it and I bloomed into this beautiful
flower as I see it.” n
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Car Art
Photos by Gerry Curts

M

any of you know Gerry
Curts through his amazing
turquoise 356 Coupe as seen in
the May 2020 Profile. So, why
would his at home gathering
room be any different? Well, it
IS a different color. Check the
photos on these pages. n
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THE LAST TURN
by Norm Sippel

Spring Has Sprung!

A

s I begin writing this column, we are
just about ready to head off to Sebring
for the 48 Hours. We’re doing two days of
volunteering, both inside and out. The
weather forecast is excellent. Temperatures
will be a respite from recent weeks when
we had frost on the grass. The sun will
keep me under cover to minimize burning.
I had far too much in my early years and
I’m paying the price now with frequent
dermatologist visits. The cooler weather
makes for enjoyable afternoon and evening
drives in our Porsches. Our Florida “Spring”
is really nice.
One of my neighbors, a long-time
Porsche guy, told me yesterday that he just
sold his Taycan. Why? If you remember my
article in the July/August Profile, I noted
my range anxiety in the loaner Taycan. My
neighbor has his boat moored quite a few
hours away and he found that there was no
nearby charging station to the marina. A
tricky situation. So, like me, he’ll wait for a
more developed infrastructure for electric
cars, a.k.a. BEV’s. However, in Europe that is
not hampering sales of BEV’s. In 2021 they
amounted to 83% of new car sales. I can see
that because European countries are as far
apart as many of America’s states. Although,
we ARE improving here, a recent survey
found that one-in-five EV owners have made
the switch back to gas due to the hassle of
finding charging access.
“FlatSixes.com” recently reported on a
cross-country drive by a group of electric

ADVERTISER INDEX

cars from New York to Los Angeles. One of
the Taycans made it with just 2-1/2 hours of
charging. NBC Sports will have a special on
December 21 at 10 PM about it. Meanwhile,
go to: https://flatsixes.com/cars/electricporsche/here-are-ten-things-i-learneddriving-a-porsche-taycan-across-thecountry to read about it.
By the time you read this, Bill
and Mary Caldwell will have run
our first tour of the year—the
“Run to the Hills Tour.” They
know some really great roads
in this flat state. If you haven’t
yet gone on one of their tours,
do yourself a favor and try
one. You’ll be hooked. BTW,
did you know that PCA regions
collectively do more tours than
all other driving events combined? Hey! Why
not? We get to enjoy our Porsches on some
good driving roads, and our Porsche friends
at some interesting locations. It will be
Yalaha Bakery and Gathering of the Faithful
on “Run to the Hills” and Chinsegut Hills
Antebellum Mansion on the “Double Deuce
Tour & Picnic” on April 9th.
Want to venture beyond Florida’s flatlands
on tours? Explore Club Reg and search for
“tours.” In recent times we’ve been on two
Smoky Mountain Tours organized by fellow
Suncoasters. But, with nothing like those on
the horizon, we signed up for a tour in the
North Carolina and Tennessee mountains. As
of today there are 5 cars going from Suncoast

Region. Be adventurous. Check out the
activities of other Zone 12 Regions.
I was reminded that Parade 2022 is coming
soon when I received the invitation to submit
an issue of Profile for judging in this year’s
competition for Best Newsletter. It’s hard
to believe that time is passing so quickly.
Now, with this issue, we already have two
in the bag for 2022 as it were.
As I look at the remainder of
2022, Suncoast Region will have
a lot of events on which you,
our members, can report. And,
I urge you do just that—enjoy
the events and write about them
from your perspective.
The audience you write for
is now OVER 3,000 as of the
latest report from Membership
Chair Larry Mendez. BTW, for any member
who wants or needs a new name tag, please
contact Larry. He’ll make them for you and
your Associate Member.
Just back from the 48 Hours at Sebring.
Lots of great Porsches in the paddock and
on the track. We worked on Registration,
and Timing and Scoring. In addition, I did
a stint helping at the Autocross. One of the
competitors was kind enough to send me a
link to two of his runs. I’ve posted at least
one in this issue. n
Get out and have fun
with your Porsche!
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Marketplace
Suncoast Florida PCA’s official free classified section
AUTOMOBILES
1985 911 Cab - M491 wide body “Super Sport”, Euro,
Everything turbo but the motor, Triple black, 39,000
miles, Very rare collectors car, COA, original interior,
serviced and very clean, ready for a Concours, new
tires, new top, $125.000. Page6532@gmail.com 727430-6532 (05/22)
2014 Cayman S - Selling our beloved 6 speed Cayman
S that is just a terrific ride, very well maintained, garage
kept, and cared for, 65K miles Metallic Grey with a
beautiful interior. Returning to ragtops and another
Boxster. $48,000. 973-610-4246 Venice, FL (03/22)
2018 Carrera 4 GTS Coupe - PDK, 9,400 miles,
Exterior- Chalk, Interior- Black Leather incl. Alcantara
with GTS package, rhodium silver stitching, Bose, 18
way seats, carbon illuminated door sills. Concours
condition, single owner, never tracked, remaining
factory warranty. $149,500. Nate, 727-252-4574 (0921)
1985-1/2 Porsche 944 - Track Prepared. Cogbill 1985
engine, MONO steering wheel, newer Timing Belt,
Balance Belt, Fuel pump, Steering rack, Racers Edge
front control arm bushing kit, Fuel hoses, Damper,
Regulator. 2021 - New Clutch Master and Slave
Cylinder, AC compressor, Dryer. $10,200 OBO Robert
813-334-2440. rvanlandingham@tampabay.rr.com
(0721)
2001 911 Turbo - 61,000 miles seal gray terracotta
interior
Kenwood
head/bluetooth
K40/laser
jammers, ECU upgrade cold air induction Champion
motorsports 19” wheels painted bumperettes to match
body, tiptronic. $39,000 OBO Sarasota 915-0550 Jim
Westfall jimwzap@gmail.com (0121)
PARTS
WHEELS AND TIRES - 4 each 17” Italian made 993
wheels & center caps, with Michelin Pilot Sports w/ at
least 80% of tread 225 and 255 width. $1,000. photos
available contact Page6532@gmail.com or 727-4306532 (05/22)
4 OZ 20” WHEELS - 8.5 and 10 (55mm,44mm offsets)
with Sticker heat cycled Hoosier R7s, 245/35 and
285/30 mounted and balanced with TPMS. $2,400 obo
email fla968@aol.com (03/22)
ENGINE - From 2015 981 Cayman 2.7L Removed at 38K
miles, excellent condition. Selling because I swapped
it for a Carrera engine. Can provide documentation
for that, no over-rev’s and maintenance. Purchased
from Reeves in 2016. Meticulously maintained. jon@
jonboring.com. (03/22)
HARDTOP - Removable Hardtop for 996 series finished
in Seal Gray Metallic with black interior. Includes
genuine Porsche fabric cover, overhead hoist brackets
and brackets for wall mounting. In as new condition.
Rarely used.  $1000 obo.  Sarasota. Contact Robert at
rfarmstrong@comcast.net or 773-899-1724. (0122)
PARTS - from 1985 911, folding wind stop, speaker box
w/speakers which fits behind front seats. 911 Wheel
set, flawless w/ good tires, 17” x 7”& 8”. Pics available.
Page Obenshain, 727 430-6532 page6532@gmail.com
PARTS - OEM mufflers from 981 Boxster S (2013) they
have 16K miles on them when they were replaced with
Fabspeed exhaust. $200. Pictures available. charles.
neilson@verizon.net 727-302-0223. (1121)
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SEATS - Pair of Cayman Gray Leather, manual
seats with airbags & tracks. Very good condition,
will fit 2006-2012 Cayman or Boxster. Clearwater,
althomas238@gmail.com 727-488-5307 (0921)
ASSORTED PARTS - 2015 Carrera factory steering
wheel $300; Factory stock exhaust $250; 2
front 4 piston calipers $250; 4 stock rotors and
used pads $300; 1 Qt. Motul brake fluid $20;
Wheels 014 Factory Carrera S 2-9x20 2-11.5x20
with TPM, caps and lugs. Photos avail. $1500;
2015 Carrera lights red rear 2 $400. and amber side 2
$65; stock steering wheel $400. Sarasota. Ed 941-9182818 ecwelsh1949@yahoo.com (0921)
BRAKE ROTORS - Girodisc rotors fronts & rears, (2) A1032 and (2) A2-032 ex cond. Fits most 991.1 & 991.2.
Some 996, 997, and Caymans. $1600 was $2400 new.
Elephant Racing camber plates for 991. $750 new,
$400. 941-786-5242 (0820)
PARTS - 986/987/996/997 Schnell Short Shift Kit
(Metal bushings), new -$1002 - 981 BMC Air Filters,
new $120 for both; 997.1 base Cool Carbon rear brake
pads, new $70. Photos available. fullyield@yahoo.com,
813-778-9898 (0120)
BRAKES - GIRODISK rotors for 718 Boxster S/Cayman
S & GTS. Fronts – 350mm rotor hats only (rotors
have about 8 hours DE track time remaining), Rears –
325mm rotor hats & rotors (about 30 hours DE track
time remaining). $800. GIRODISK Hats only (1-153A)
for 981 Boxster S/Cayman S & GTS - Fronts 350mm
rotors. New rings can be purchased separately.  $150.
941-567-6007 hcummins997@gmail.com (1020)
PARTS - 3.6L 911 engine (former crate engine used in
Cayman) for parts or rebuild.  Engine is disassembled,
needs a new crankshaft and valves. Have all parts
from the running engine all in good condition. $1,500
for all or will separate. kimlelli@yahoo.com 850-5094425 (0121)
FRONT FLOOR MATS - For 997/987 NOS still sealed
in original Porsche plastic bag, incl. mounting
hardware, Porsche part number is 987 044 800 00
R10. Color is dark gray. Note: front 2 pieces only.
2 sets available, $45 per set. Hans 941-979-1939
krenzhj@comcast.net (0321)
MISCELLANEOUS
• Hydraulic Lift - BendPak Model MD-6XP Portable MidRise Hydraulic Scissors Lift. Lift Capacity 6,000 pounds.
Lift height 48 inches. Used to service my Boxster. Data
Sheet available. Cylinder recently overhauled, New highpressure hydraulic line. Asking $1,200. 727.483.0188,
bsgibson26L@icloud.com (03/22)
• Motor oil - Motul 8100 X-cess, SAE 5W40, Approved
Porsche A40. Total of five jugs, each 5 liters for 25% off
Amazon price. $190. 941-567-6007. hcummins997@
gmail.com (0921)
• Car cover - silver nylon with Porsche logo, elastic
hem, fitted with mirror pockets. No tears. Used on 993.
$30. Bob 904-728-8714 rgs454@bellsouth.net (0721)

YOUR AD CAN APPEAR IN THIS SPACE.
Send it to nsippel@mindspring.com
PLEASE NOTE: Marketplace ads are limited to 40 words
and will only run in three consecutive issues unless renewed.

2022 ADVERTISING RATES
Business Cards.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $160
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PUBLICATION SCHEDULE
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PAYMENT
Invoices will be sent in November. Payments
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March 31 will have their ads dropped from future
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Jan/Feb issue. Ads run for a partial year will be
invoiced on a prorata basis.
AD MATERIAL
Advertisers are responsible for sending final
creative to Publisher. New material is due by 15th
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May/June issue.
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Half Page. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7.825 x 5”
Quarter Page.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3.825 x 5”
Business Card. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3 x 2”
Contact editor Norm Sippel,
nsippel@mindspring.com
with suggestions, comments,
and further information.
Porsche Profile is also on the Suncoast
Web site at www.SuncoastPCA.org
POLICIES AND PROCEEDURES
• Porsche Profile is the official newsletter of the Porsche
Club of America Suncoast Region. Norm Sippel, Editor,
David McGowan, Graphic Artist. No portion of this
publication may be duplicated without the written
permission of the Suncoast Region Board of Directors.
• The ideas, opinions, and subjects are those of the
authors and no authentication is implied by the editor,
or endorsement given by the Suncoast Region, Porsche
Club of America.
•
All submissions are subject to editing for space
constraints, style and editorial consistency, and
must be accompanied with name and contact
phone number. Anonymous submissions will not be
published. Photos, articles, letters to the editor are
accepted by email to the editor, and by snail mail,
returnable only with SAS envelope.
•
All address changes should be submitted to
bajamar@aol.com.
•
Subscriptions to non-members are $24 per year.
Contact Larry Mendez, Membership Chair.
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Suncoast Region
Porsche Club of America
23482 Copperleaf Drive
Venice, FL 34293
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